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Truth, Errors, and Lies
Politics and Economics in a Volatile World
Grzegorz W. Kolodko
Grzegorz W. Kolodko, one of the world’s leading
authorities on economics and development policy and a key architect of Poland’s successful economic reforms, applies his far-reaching knowledge to the past and future of the world economy,
introducing a framework for understanding our
global situation that transcends any single discipline or paradigm.
Deploying a novel mix of scientific evaluation and
personal observation, Kolodko begins with a brief
discussion of misinformation and its perpetuation in economics and politics. He criticizes the
simplification of complex economic and social
issues and investigates the link between developments in the global economy and cultural
change, scientific discoveries, and political fluctuations. Underscoring the necessity of conceptual and theoretical innovation in understanding
our global economic situation, Kolodko offers a
provocative study of globalization and the possibility of coming out ahead in an era of worldwide
interdependence. Deeply critical of neoliberalism,
which sought to transfer economic control exclusively to the private sector, Kolodko explores the
virtues of social-economic development and the
new rules of the economic game. He concludes
with a look at our near and distant future, questioning whether we have a say in its making.
Grzegorz W. Kolodko, an intellectualist and policymaker,
was Poland’s deputy prime minister and minister of
finance from 1994 to 1997 and from 2002 to 2003. He
is now a professor of political economy at Kozminski
University in Warsaw and the author of nearly forty books
and dozens of research papers. He enjoys marathon running and photography, and as a devoted globetrotter, he’s
explored close to one hundred fifty countries.
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“Grzegorz Kolodko has written an extraordinarily wide-ranging and thought-provoking book...the book makes plain not only the scale of the challenges humanity now
confronts but the potential for humane, pragmatic and co-operative solutions.”
— Martin Wolf, Financial Times
“Grzegorz W. Kolodko is one of the most acute observers of the international
economy.”— Francis Fukuyama, author of The End of History
“They used to say in Warsaw of the globetrotting, four-time Finance Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister, “God is everywhere. Kolodko’s already been there.” In
his latest book Truth, Error, and Lies, Grzegorz W. Kolodko takes us on a breathtaking journey through territories, centuries, and disciplines, including some
formerly uncharted, at nerve-wracking speed. One will always be entertained,
inspired, and enlightened.”—D. Mario Nuti, University of Rome La Sapienza
“Truth, Errors, and Lies distills lessons for development learned from a whole life of
work and observations by a thinker and practitioner of economic transition and
real-world politics.”— Justin Yifu Lin, chief economist and senior vice president of
the World Bank
“Every reader with an interest in economic development can benefit from reading
this book.”— Robert A. Mundell, Nobel laureate in economic sciences
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